
 

Principal’s Message 

 

January, 2014 Hoover Happenings 
Welcome back, Hoover families!  We hope you had an enjoyable winter break and 

took some time to do the things you and your family most enjoy.   

We finished out 2013 with an exciting fall season!  Our students and staff were busy 

with many school-wide initiatives, such as our annual food drive, SPCA collection, 

scholar breakfasts, holiday concerts, the Spelling Bee, and post-it notes of kindness 

adorned our student lockers.  In addition, we continued to build on our ROARS 

student code, and have recently officially become a PBIS school, which has been a 

superb companion to our ROARS program. 

Academically, our students continue to be involved in learning that focuses on 

literacy across the disciplines and has them using higher order thinking skills, 

reading like detectives, and writing like reporters.  Our students are engaged in 

student-centered, hands-on learning that requires students to be active participants 

in lessons.  We are so proud of all our students are accomplishing! 

Over the next few months, our students will be taking part in many more exciting 

opportunities.  Amongst them we have the annual Geography Bee, the school-wide 

Carnival benefitting a local organization, and the sign-up for 7th grade LOTE.  In 

addition to our focus on literacy, we continue to place a high priority on the ROARS 

code.  We do this through in-class monthly lessons, weekly dragon scales drawings, 

our ever growing dragon tail displayed outside of the main office, and our student of 

the month program.  Working as a team between the school and home to reinforce 

the Respect, Ownership, Attitude, Responsibility, and Safety attributes will ensure a 

consistent message. 

Lastly, we would like to share our concerns for all students and parents in and 

around school each morning.  Please be extra careful when dropping off students in 

the morning, especially now that winter has arrived, as buses do the same in the front 

of the school.   In addition we ask that parents/guardians do NOT drop off students in 

the parking lot prior to school and to NOT wait in the parking lot, especially in a 

handicapped parking space without a permit, to pick up a child after school.  As a 

reminder, all visitors to Hoover Middle during the day must report to door 20, as that 

is the only door through which access can be gained.  We thank you for your 

cooperation and we wish you a tremendous 2014! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Persico 

Principal 
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January 10th-Geography Bee    9:00 a.m.-Auditorium 

January 13th-PTA Meeting    6:30 p.m.-Cafeteria 

January 14th-Student Early Release  1:00 

January 20th-Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Observed-No School 

January 31st-3rd marking period begins 

February 12th- PTA Meeting  6:30 p.m.-Cafeteria 

February 13th-Vocal Solo Concert 7:00 p.m.-Auditorium 

February 14th-Carnival  9:00-11:00-Cafeteria 

February 17th-21st-Mid-Winter Recess 

March 10th - PTA Meeting  6:30 p.m.-Cafeteria 

March 13th- Student Early Release  1:00 

          Parent-Teacher Conferences 1:30-4:00 & 5:00-7:00 

March 20th- Student Early Release  1:00 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES: 

SLO Administration—3rd Quarter 

SLO Administration—4th Quarter 

SUBJECT PRE SLO Administration Dates Week of 

… 
POST SLO Administration Dates 

Week of … 

~Art 6,7,8 

~Computers 7,8, 

~FACS 6 

~General Music 6,7,8 

~Health 7,8 

February 4-7, 2014 April 7, 2014 – April 11, 2014 

SUBJECT PRE SLO Administration Dates 

Week of … 
POST SLO Administration Dates 

Week of … 

~Art 6,7,8 
~Computers 7,8, 
~FACS 6 
~General Music 6,7,8 
~Health 7,8 

April 22, 2014-April 25, 2014 June 9, 2014 – June 13, 2014 
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Attitude is 

everything at 

Hoover  

Middle  

School 

    We congratulate our musicians for a job well done at our holiday concerts! The band, 
jazz band, orchestra, 6th grade chorus, 7th/8th grade chorus, and GLEE worked very hard 
preparing music for a festive and fun evening concert followed the next morning by a 
school assembly.  All the groups did a wonderful job- Mrs. Kwitowski, Ms. Welfare, Miss 
Cartwright, and Mrs. Hasselback are so proud of all of our performers! 
    On December 18th the Hoover Middle Glee Club had a heart-warming experience when 
they traveled to Kenwell Nursing Home to sing for, and with, the residents.  Great joy was 
experienced by all and the residents, singers, Ms. Welfare,  Mrs. Hasselback, and our 
parent chaperones  only wished we could have stayed longer! 
    During December in general music classes, Mrs. Hasselback’s  students learned to play 
holiday songs on xylophones and glockenspiels.  They also used tuned musical tubes called 
“Boomwhackers” to play songs in the tradition of handbells.  Groups of students were 
each responsible for just one note and worked within the whole group to only play when 
their note occurred in the music. This takes incredible team work!  Ms. Welfare’s 8th 
graders wrote, practiced and performed an original blues piece within small groups. When 
students return in January, the 8th graders will begin to conduct research in the library, 
assisted by our awesome librarian Mrs. Smith, on their choice of a popular musician or 
group.  7th and 6th grade students will continue to learn about rhythmic notation, create 
their own pieces, and play on various instruments.  
    Coming just in time for Valentine’s day, on Thursday, February 13th the choral 
department will present “From our Hearts to Yours,” an evening of solos and duets as 
prepared by members of both choruses.  Included on the program are “My Heart Will Go 
On,” “Lean on Me,” and “Love Story.” And many others. Students choose the songs 
themselves, and then stay after school to rehearse them with Ms. Welfare. The concert 
begins at 7 PM and all are welcome to attend! 
    It’s official! The instrumental department has announced that the theme for the 2014 
POPS is back to the 80s!  Let’s go back to the era of big hair, Madonna fashionistas, and of 
course the King of Pop- Michael Jackson!  The concert is on Friday, May 3rd and features 
band, orchestra, and jazz band.  Members of all groups will be given the opportunity to 
enter the POPS concert poster contest and one lucky student will have their artwork 
displayed on t-shirts and on the big POPS poster! 
    On January 11th  and 18th singers and  instrumentalists will attend the All Erie County 
Music Festival auditions.. Good luck to all of our musicians- your hard work, dedication, 
and talents are sure to shine! 7th and 8th graders chosen to perform will have a weekend of 
rehearsals in March followed by a concert on March 16th at Amherst Middle School.  6th 
graders chosen for all county band, orchestra, or chorus have rehearsals the first week of 
March with their  final performance on the 9th at Kleinhan’s Music Hall!  
    A reminder to parents and students that you can always check for upcoming events, 
important dates, and current class projects on our music page on the district website. 
Simply choose “Hoover Middle”/ Academics/ music!  We wish everyone a Happy New 
Year and as always, thank you parents for your continued support of the music 
department!   

News from the Music Department 



from 

News from the Technology Department 
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  H o o v e r ’ s  6 t h  g r a d e 
technology students are currently 
learning the engineering design 
process.  Mr. Novak’s students have 
been designing and building 
marshmallow launchers using 
wood and various tools such as 
saws and drills.  The launchers are 
tested for distance and accuracy.  
Mr. Moyer’s class has been 
designing and building air powered 
race cars.  The cars are raced on a 
24 foot race track and some will 
travel as fast as 25 mph!  Mr. 
Hillman’s class is working on the 
infamous “egg car” project.  
Students have assumed the role of 
a safety engineer and are currently 
creating safety systems to keep a 
raw egg alive in a crash test.  Soon 
we will find out who has what it 
takes to conquer the dreaded 
“Kelvin Krasher.”  The Kelvin 
Krasher is a crash simulator that 
has six devastating levels of 
destruction.   

 

 H o o v e r ’ s  7 t h  g r a d e 
technology students wrapped up 
their structures unit with some 
impressive numbers.  Zach 
Kalinowski’s wooden coffee stirrer 
tower held 876 pounds which is a 
new school record!  Ali Piehler 
finished first in efficiency with an 
amazing efficiency of 20,569.  

 This means that Ali’s 
tower held 20,569 times its own 
weight.  Currently, 7th graders are 
using Autodesk Inventor to draw 
a design for a HockeyBot.  The 
Sabres may have trouble scoring 
this season, but soon Hoover’s 7th 
graders will be shooting “top shelf 
where momma hides the 
cookies.”  

 

 Hoover’s 8 th graders 
recently finished their crazy 
contraption projects (Rube 
Goldberg Machines).  This year 
four classes successfully ran their 
machines together with no 
human intervention.  Currently, 
8th graders have just begun a new 
unit on robotics.  Students will be 
working with VEX Robotics.   



News from Mrs. Halt, Grade 8 Social Studies 

News from the Health Office — Winter 2014 
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 With the colder weather approaching, and people spending more time 

together indoors, we are finding many families dealing with cold and influenza-like 

symptoms, as well as gastroenteritis (a.k.a.  “the stomach flu”).  Please remember 

that during times like this, hand washing, good hygiene, and not sharing cups, 

utensils, towels, etc. are extremely important.  This helps to stop the spread of 

germs.  If your symptoms progress and what you’re doing at home doesn’t seem to 

be helping, please contact your doctor for further instruction.  Flu shots are 

helpful in the prevention of influenza, and are still available at many doctors’ 

offices, clinics, and pharmacies.  Please consult your doctor if you are a candidate 

for receiving one. 

 If you child is in 7th grade, or is a new student to our school, and you still 
haven’t contacted the Health Office about the required physical, please do so.  
These physicals are required per New York State Education Law Section 136.3.  
Additional forms are available in the Health Office, if you need one.  If you are 
sending in your child’s physical, or other medical forms, please make sure that he/
she turns them into the Health Office.  Very often, they are left in lockers, 
binders, bag packs, etc...  Please note that at this time, we are not offering school 
physicals.  You may contact your health care provider, who best knows your 
child and his/her health needs; or you can obtain a list of local clinics from the 
Health Office in order to fulfill this requirement. 

time!  The record time came in for the 8th 
period class.  They were able to make an ice 
cream sandwich in four seconds.    We are 
beginning our unit on immigration and the 
students will be finding out about their indi-
vidual heritage.  Over the winter break, the 
students will be reading a history book of 
their choice in order to prepare for their 
research paper.    

 The eighth grade students in 

Mrs. Halt’s room have just finished 

their unit on Industrialization.  The 

students simulated an assembly line 

during our research on Henry Ford’s 

mass production methods.  The 

students mass produced ice cream 

sandwiches.  With division of labor, 

standardization of parts, the assembly 

line and labor saving machinery the 

students were able to create a lot of ice 

cream  sandwiches  in a short amount of 



 Please note that all medications, whether for emergency purposes (i.e. Epi-

pen, Glucagon, Benadryl, inhaler), as well as any over-the-counter medications for 

pain, cough, and cold/allergy symptoms require a note from your child’s health care 

provider.  Students should not be carrying these medications on them without 

medical documentation, and are in direct violation of the Ken-Ton School District 

Zero Tolerance Policy for Drugs. 

 

 If any of your contact information has changed—address, phone numbers, or 
emergency contacts, please make sure you notify the Health Office.  In the event of a 
medical issue, or an emergency, it is pertinent that we have updated contact 
information and working phone numbers.  If you are in need of another green 
emergency card to make any of these changes, please notify the Health Office. Thank 
you for cooperation with this matter. 

Health Office News, Continued... 

Computer Class News 
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7th and 8th graders are doing a 

fantastic job this quarter in computer 

class.  8th graders are in the middle of 

their research project and PowerPoint 

on a national park.  The project 

focuses on the ecosystems found in the 

park, the attendance trends, types of 

animals that live there and the 

activities and costs associated.  They 

are doing a great job.   

We’re on the web 

7th graders are finishing up units on 

Microsoft Word, creating tables, and 

Digital citizenship, which focuses on 

internet predators and copyright laws.  

After the holidays, we will begin our 

units on cyberbullying and be 

introduced to Microsoft Excel.  7th 

graders will wrap up the quarter by 

creating a presentation using 

Photostory software. 

 

Parents… 

Check out  

 

www. 

connectsafely.org 

 

For  

A Parents’ 

Guide to 

Cyberbullying 



 Mrs. Tundo’s classes finished up the Living Environment topics in 7th 

grade science just before our Thanksgiving vacation. We learned about the parts 

of seeds to discover there is a tiny plant inside each one and then we planted 

Lima beans and made observations as the plants grew.  Students practiced their 

measurement skills using metric units and recorded both quantitative and 

qualitative data in a table provided for them.  Students are watching some of the 

plants grow flowers and may have their own seed pods develop on their plants.  

During our study of plants we learned about the different classification groups of 

plants and how they differ in structure, method of reproduction and growth.  

Students researched a specific classification group of plants in the library and 

wrote a short research paper on the group they were assigned.  Learning objectives 

included NYS Science Curriculum content and the Common Core literacy 

standards for grades 6-8 pertaining to reading text for information, comparing 

and contrasting and writing.  

 One of the highlights of the plant unit was the “On the Fence” activity 

students engaged in after reading several articles on GMO’s (genetically modified 

foods).  Students were introduced to the controversy surrounding the agricultural 

practice of inserting unrelated genes of one organism into the genes of a food 

plant; For example the use of fish genes used in tomato plants to prevent freezing 

of a tomato crop. Students seemed to enjoy debating the positive and negative 

attributes of this practice and at the very least understand why it is important to 

be informed about the food they are eating. 

 We also reviewed 6th grade learning about the structure and function of 
cells and compared plant cells and animal cells.  We studied the organelles closely 
and made connections between the functions of chloroplasts and mitochondria. 
Students have hopefully realized the importance of plant life to other living things 
that live on the Earth. We concluded this topic by reviewing how to use a 
microscope. Students got to see chloroplasts streaming inside of plant cells and 
got to view some of the organisms that live in a pond, while practicing focusing 
techniques that will be needed for their 8th grade NYS Science Assessment. 

Mrs. Tundo’s 7th Grade Science 
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Mrs. Tundo, continued... 
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 After our return from Thanksgiving vacation we began our 

Environmental Science unit beginning with the Weather.  Students have learned 

the names and characteristics of the layers of the atmosphere.  They have studied 

how air pressure changes when altitude, temperature and humidity of the 

atmosphere changes.  This is an abstract concept for 7th grade students and we 

will need to continue to review what we have learned so that we can begin to 

apply it to the changes that happen to cause weather events in the United States.  

We will be finishing the 2013 year by studying the causes of wind.  When we 

return from our break we will begin to put all of this together to learn how to 

predict weather events and measure temperature, relative humidity, air pressure 

changes and wind speed. Later in the unit we will read about and discuss the 

controversy of the global warming debate going on in the United States.  

 Our Earth Science unit will also include weathering and erosion, reading 

topographic maps and learning about rocks and minerals.   

 We will finish the last third of the school year studying matter and energy 
and motion and energy.  It will be a busy and challenging time of the year.  
Hopefully by then students will be well on their way to mastering  the skill sets 
needed to be better students in all of their courses and end the year successfully.  

For more resources 

and tips:   

www. 

connectsafely.org 

 

 Videogaming 

 

Preventing teen 

sexting 

 

Cell phone safety  



Physical Education News 
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 We are 15 weeks into the 2013-
2014 school year and your children are 
doing great!  The boys just finished a unit 
on Table Tennis and Badminton, while 
the girls just finished a unit on Volleyball. 

  

 Girls will be swimming after the 
holiday break, followed by the boys.  
Please search for your child’s bathing suit 
and a towel to bring to school.  Students 
may also bring water shoes, nose plugs, 
goggles and a bathing cap if they would 
like. Soap and shampoo can be brought in 
as long as it is in a plastic container. While 
the girls are swimming the boys will be 
playing Team Handball. When the boys 
are swimming the girls will be playing 
basketball. 

 

 Our girls’ and boys’ modified 
basketball teams have been hard at work 
practicing to be prepared for their season.  
Modified swimming will begin after the 
break on Jan. 2nd.  If your child is in 7th or 
8th grade and would like to compete for 
Hoover, he or she should check with the 
nurse to be certain their sports physical is 
up to date. Also starting Jan.6th is our Co-
Ed Intramural Bowling program. Listen to 
the morning announcements for 
additional information. 

 

 

 We completed our fall FitnessGram and gave 
each student their results.   

Hopefully these were brought home for you to dis-
cuss with your child.  

 

 We look forward to continue working with 
your children, and if at any time you have questions 
or concerns please call or email your child’s teacher. 

 

 Mrs. Blaszak, Mr. DeCarolis, Mrs. Liebler 
and Mr. Mermigas 



LOTE at Hoover 
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 In 7th grade French class students just finished learning about weather, as 

particularly pertinent this time of year! They are able to describe various weather 

conditions in the four seasons. Students are enjoying learning about the different 

holiday traditions observed in France and comparing those traditions with their 

own. In 8th grade French class students are learning about clothing and how to 

describe what they and others are wearing. They will start a project after break 

where they get to design an outfit for a celebrity, complete with all the needed 

accessories, of course! In this project, they will incorporate the specific grammar 

points taught for clothing and colors, including adjective agreement.  

 German 7th grade students at Hoover and Kenmore Middle have just 

published their first book in German! The book is their final project for the unit 

on free time.      

                                 

  

 

 

 German 8th graders are looking forward  to Sprachfest, our annual 
German Immersion Day at Canisius College which will take place on Saturday, 
February 8th, 2014. 

 Students studying Spanish are using their Spanish language                                                                   
skills on My Big Campus which is a web-based social learning network developed 
for K-12 school districts. This website was designed with built-in safety features; it 
provides a monitored and secure means of providing social media tools in 
classrooms.  The students are sharing their study skills, words of praise and can 
even find videos, homework assignments and PowerPoint presentations from 
class online.  Each time a student participates in a discussion, watches a video or 
reviews their vocabulary words through MyBigCampus.com, they are awarded 
points in the online ClassDojo which tracks class participation.  ¡Buen trabajo, 
estudiantes! 


